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CBHL Members’ East News
Edited by Nicole Font
Shelby White & Leon Levy Processing Archivist
LuEsther T. Mertz Library
New York Botanical Garden

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Update
Janet Evans
Associate Director, McLean Library
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

We celebrated  Archives Month Philly  in October by
submitting this virtual exhibit to the roster of archive-
related events: 

Harrison Gibbs’s La Source, 1935
Philadelphia Flower Show. McLean Library
& Archives, Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society

Center Stage: Sculpture at the Philadelphia Flower
Show, 1934-1936
Explore the sculpture that marked the partnership between
landscape architect Thomas W. Sears and Dr. R. Tait
McKenzie of the Philadelphia Art Alliance, to produce three
years of groundbreaking Philadelphia Flower Shows.

Between 1934 and 1936, landscape architect Thomas Warren Sears (1880-1966) served as designer of
the Philadelphia Flower Show held in the Commercial Museum in West Philadelphia. His innovative
layout for the 1934 show organized exhibits around a central axis and connected them with pathways
leading to, for example, a massive orchid display, a rose garden, or to the acacia collections of Joseph
Widener. The designer’s active collaborator was the head of the Philadelphia Art Alliance Sculpture
Department, Dr. R. Tait McKenzie (1867-1938). Together they arranged for sculpture to be placed in
major exhibits and Sears’s “central feature.” Many of the sculptural works featured in the Flower Show
made their first appearance in Philadelphia at the Sculpture-in-the-Open-Air exhibition held every two
years in Rittenhouse Square, an exhibition founded by McKenzie.

The Center Stage virtual exhibit focuses on the works of seven of the figurative sculptors who exhibited at
the Philadelphia Flower Show during the Sears-McKenzie years – Edward Field Sanford, Harriet
Frishmuth, Louis Milione, Beatrice Fenton, Harrison Gibbs, Lawrence Tenney Stevens, and Dr. R. Tait
McKenzie.

https://archivesmonthphilly.com/
https://phsmcleanlibrary.omeka.net/exhibits/show/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-
https://phsmcleanlibrary.omeka.net/exhibits/show/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-
https://phsmcleanlibrary.omeka.net/exhibits/show/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-/sculpture-at-the-philadelphia-
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Huge shout-out to archivist Penny Baker for her
extraordinary research and execution of this virtual
exhibit!

PHS McLean Library Book Group 
We started our reading year in July with an exploration
of Eleanor Catton’s genre-bending Birnam Wood,
followed by an October read of North Woods by Daniel
Mason, and our last discussion in 2025 will be Claire
Keegan’s unforgettable Small Things Like These. To see
what we’re reading in 2026, visit:
https://pennhort.libguides.com/McLeanLibraryBookG
roup.

Right: R. Tait McKenzie’s The Falcon, 1936
Philadelphia Flower Show. McLean Library &
Archives, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
Below: Harriet Frishmuth’s Scherzo, 1934
Philadelphia Flower Show. McLean Library &
Archives, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

https://pennhort.libguides.com/McLeanLibraryBookGroup
https://pennhort.libguides.com/McLeanLibraryBookGroup
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New York Botanical Garden Update
Nicole Font
Shelby White & Leon Levy Processing Archivist
LuEsther T. Mertz Library
New York Botanical Garden

The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) recently welcomed representatives from more than 40 cultural
heritage institutions for the Leon Levy Foundation Archives Roundtable. This day-long event brought
archivists and other information professionals together for networking, presentations, and thought-
provoking conversations about the future of archival work. 

Each year, the Leon Levy Foundation convenes this roundtable for the institutions it supports. As this
year’s host, NYBG presented a panel titled “Rooted in the Past, Growing Toward the Future.” Rhonda
Evans opened the session with an overview of the Garden’s history, emphasizing NYBG’s resilience
through times of difficulty, and how the archives help us tell a fuller story of the Garden’s past. Stephen
Sinon then chronicled the development of the Garden’s archival program, followed by Nicole Font, who
shared her recent work reprocessing collections to enhance the visibility of women in botany. Rounding
out the panel, Althea Meer discussed efforts to revitalize NYBG’s digitization program and the current
initiative to digitize all 176 plant accession logs in the Garden’s collection.

The day continued with two additional panels on the use of artificial intelligence in archives, followed by a
tram tour of the Garden. Attendees were then invited to the LuEsther T. Mertz Library to view a selection
of archival materials representing the breadth of NYBG’s institutional history, including records from the
Board of Trustees; the Office of the President; Horticulture; Bronx Green-Up; and the Center for Plants,
People, and Culture. The event concluded with a panel on archives and advocacy, where archivists from
three institutions discussed the challenges of demonstrating the value of archives within their
organizations.

The roundtable was a resounding success, with many participants offering enthusiastic feedback and
praise for both the event and the ongoing efforts of NYBG to make the Garden’s collections more
accessible to all.
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Message from the CBHL President 
Kristine Paulus
Head of Acquisitions and Technical Services
LuEsther T. Mertz Library
New York Botanical Garden

Dear CBHL members:
2025 was a productive year for the CBHL board. We updated the bylaws and policies, streamlined
procedures, and consolidated committees. The ad hoc web review committee diligently researched,
reviewed, and evaluated potential new platforms for https://cbhl.net/.  Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time and worked so hard on this.

Speaking of the CBHL website, we now have a Donate button if you would like to make a gift to the
Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries. Just in time for the holiday season!

Nicole Font (The Shelby White & Leon Levy Processing Archivist, New York Botanical Garden) and
Connor Munzert (Senior Archivist, Longwood Gardens) hosted a Virtual Round Table on Archives, with
25 members in attendance. Members who work with archival material greatly appreciated this event. All
the Virtual Roundtables so far have been well attended and applauded. 

Continues on page 5

https://cbhl.net/
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CBHL Board of Directors, 2025-2026
President
Kristine Paulus
New York Botanical Garden 
president@cbhl.net
 
Past President
Kristen Mastel
Andersen Horticultural Library
University of Minnesota Libraries
pastpresident@cbhl.net

Vice President
Erin Aults
McMaster University
vicepresident@cbhl.net 
 
Treasurer
Gillian Hayward
Longwood Gardens
treasurer@cbhl.net

Secretary
Brandy Watts
Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library
secretary@cbhl.net

Continued from page 4

Thank you to all the committee chairs who submitted their quarterly reports (and if you haven’t yet,
please send them to me at president@cbhl.net). 

As a reminder, all members are invited to attend the quarterly board meetings, with upcoming meetings
scheduled as follows:

Monday, 15 December at 2:00pm-3:00pm EST
Monday, 23 February at 2:00pm-3:00pm EST
Monday, 13 April at 2:00pm-3:00pm EST

Board meetings are held via Zoom – please contact me or any other board member for login info.
Check out our latest Instagram post for a blast from the past, thanks to some gems Nicole Font unearthed
from the CBHL archives, housed here at NYBG: https://www.instagram.com/plantlibraries/.

Thank you all for being part of the CBHL community and see you on the listserv or at the next board
meeting!

mailto:president@cbhl.net
mailto:pastpresident@cbhl.net
mailto:vicepresident@cbhl.net%20
mailto:treasurer@cbhl.net
mailto:secretary@cbhl.net
mailto:president@cbhl.net
https://www.instagram.com/plantlibraries/
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CBHL Members’ West News
Edited by Beth Brand
Head Librarian, Schilling Library
Desert Botanical Garden

New Publications from BRIT Press
Barney Lipscomb
Leonhardt Chair of Texas Botany
Botanical Research Institute of Texas
Fort Worth Botanic Garden

A Conspectus of the North American Isoetaceae by
Daniel F. Brunton, John T. Kartesz, Misako Nishino,
Paul C. Sokoloff. Published by the Botanical
Research Institute of Texas Press.

Inscrutable, complex, and important, quillworts
(lycophyte genus Isoetes) have bedeviled and
fascinated field botanists for over 150 years. An
outwardly simple appearance belies the internal
intricacies that distinguish individual species.
North American species occur in a wide variety of
wetland habitats, ranging from tidal flats to 
subalpine lakes. Over 30% of the continent’s known species are regional endemics and their sensitivity to
environmental stresses has resulted in many being of regional or even global conservation concern.

Long considered virtually unidentifiable, recent advances in technology and our understanding of
quillwort morphology, ecology, and distribution have vastly improved opportunities for the reliable
identification of individual populations. That has led to a virtual doubling of the number of recognized
species in North America over the last 30 years. The more than 40 North American species and
subspecies represent a substantial proportion of the over 200 species known worldwide.

 This conspectus presents the largest photographic gallery of the critical identification features of
quillwort species ever assembled. Comprehensive arrays of insightful and often quite beautiful scanning
electron microscope imagery are presented here for every North American species and subspecies. Over
300 photographs and more than 40 uniquely detailed, color-coded, county-by-county range maps are
provided. With these and a plain-language, comprehensive identification key in hand, field botanists,
conservation managers, and scientists can now quickly and reliably identify virtually any North American
quillwort population they may encounter.
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To purchase your copy of A Conspectus of the North American Isoetaceae, visit shopbritpress.org or call
817-332-4441 ext. 264. The price is $55.00, plus shipping.

Specifications:  A Conspectus of the North American Isoetaceae. Sida, Bot. Misc. 66. (ISSN: 0883-1475;
ISBN-13: 978-1-889878-80-5, hardcover). Botanical Research Institute of Texas Press, 1700 University
Dr., Fort Worth, Texas 76107-3400, U.S.A. (Orders: shopbritpress.org, orders@brit.org, 817.546.1847).
Print-on-Demand, $55 US, 120 pp., color and b/w photos throughout, index, 7"×10".

Nevada Vascular Plants: An Annotated Checklist of the State’s
Botanical Diversity by Arnold Tiehm and Jan Nachlinger.
Published by the Botanical Research Institute of Texas Press.

Nevada Vascular Plants: An Annotated Checklist of the State’s
Botanical Diversity is the first comprehensive accounting of all
plant species and varieties native and naturalized in the seventh
largest state of the United States.

Generally dismissed as a barren desert, Nevada has 314 mountain
ranges separated by intervening valleys, elevations ranging from
147 to 4,007 meters (481–13,147 feet), and latitudes spanning
four major physiographic regions encompassing the Great Basin,
Mojave Desert, and Sierra Nevada.

Each checklist entry for 3,647 plant taxa has cited voucher
specimens to support their inclusion along with their
distributions by county and physiographic region. An additional
195 taxa previously attributed to the state are excluded for lack of
an herbarium specimen or for other reasons.

From the first documented plant collections made by John Charles Frémont in 1844, to ongoing collecting
efforts initiated in 1973 by first author Arnold Tiehm, and more recent contributions by numerous
botanists and graduate students, the diversity of the state’s flora continues to be studied with surprising
new findings including range extensions and new species.  This Checklist is a valuable resource for
botanists, ecologists, land managers, researchers, teachers, consultants, and plant enthusiasts. 

To purchase your copy of the Nevada Vascular Plants: An Annotated Checklist of the State’s Botanical
Diversity, visit shopbritpress.org or call 817-332-4441 ext. 264. The price is $50.00, plus shipping.

Specifications:  Nevada Vascular Plants: An Annotated Checklist of the State’s Botanical Diversity.
Sida, Bot. Misc. 67. (ISSN: 0883-1475; ISBN-13: 978-1-889878-79-9, flex-binding). Botanical
Research Institute of Texas Press, 1700 University Dr., Fort Worth, Texas 76107-3400, U.S.A.
(Orders: shopbritpress.org, orders@brit.org, 817.546.1847). $50 US, 284 pp., b/w, color photos,
plus 106 color plates of Nevada plants, index, 8.5"×11".
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Arnold Arboretum Horticultural Library
Reflects on 20+ Years of Digitization
Lisa E. Pearson
Head of the Library and Archives
Arnold Arboretum Horticultural Library

Arnold Arboretum Horticultural Library has published
an article on Arnold Arboretum’s website called
“Ruminations on Recataloging.” It takes an article by
Sheila Connor (former CBHL member, now retired) as a
launching point to reflect upon what the digitization
projects undertaken 20+ years ago have meant for the
library and archives, and the scholarship these projects
have generated in that time. It gives a sneak peek at an
upcoming project to recatalog those images using fruits
of the research that has been generated over the past
two decades. It also kicks off a new feature to resample
articles from the past in light of new thoughts or
research. 

The article is available online here: https://arboretum.harvard.edu/arnoldia-stories/ruminations-on-
recataloging/.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Compiled by Rita M. Hassert
Library Collections Manager
Sterling Morton Library, The Morton Arboretum

March 17-19, 2026
Computers in Libraries 2026
Arlington, Virginia 
https://computersinlibraries.infotoday.com/

April 19-25, 2026
American Library Association (ALA)
National Library Week
https://www.ala.org/

May 12-15, 2026
Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries (CBHL)
58th Annual Meeting 
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania
http://www.cbhl.net

May 20-23, 2026
American Alliance of Museums
2026 Annual Meeting & MuseumExpo
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
https://annualmeeting.aam-us.org/

June 8-12, 2026
American Public Gardens Association
2026 Conference
San Francisco, California
http://www.publicgardens.org

June 25-29, 2026
American Library Association (ALA)
Annual Meeting
Chicago, Illinois
https://2026.alaannual.org/

https://arboretum.harvard.edu/arnoldia-stories/ruminations-on-recataloging/
https://arboretum.harvard.edu/arnoldia-stories/ruminations-on-recataloging/
https://computersinlibraries.infotoday.com/
https://www.ala.org/
http://www.cbhl.net/
https://annualmeeting.aam-us.org/
http://www.publicgardens.org/
https://2026.alaannual.org/
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Book Reviews
Edited by Gillian Hayward
Library Manager
Library and Information Services
Longwood Gardens

Seeds of Discovery: How Barbara McClintock Used
Corn and Curiosity to Solve a Science Mystery and
Win a Nobel Prize by Lori Alexander with art by
Rebecca Santo. New York: Clarion Books/Harper
Collins, 2025. 120 pages. $18.99. ISBN:
9780063245990.

Reviewed by Patty Wright
Public Services Librarian
Denver Botanic Gardens

Two Children’s Books: Seeds of Discovery
and A Gift of Dust

One of the things I love about books for children is when I
discover something completely new to me. That was the case
with both of these titles.

In this illustrated chapter book biography (ages 8-12),
readers will learn about Barbara McClintock, a scientist who
dedicated her life to understanding the genetics of corn. She
completed college at Cornell in 1923, a time when few
women pursued college or science. McClintock continued
working at Cornell (PhD, 1927) and the University of
Missouri, eventually making her way to Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory in New York. Though she presented her research
on “jumping genes” or transposons as early as 1951, she
didn’t win the Nobel Prize until 1983! Barbara McClintock
was ahead of her time in many ways – how she lived, but also
in her dedicated and diligent pursuit of genetics. Sidebars and
illustrations throughout the book share the history of
genetics. 

Continues on page 10
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A Gift of Dust: How Saharan Plumes Feed the
Planet by Martha Brockenbrough with
illustrations by Juana Martinez-Neal. New York:
Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2025. 40
unnumbered pages. $19.99. ISBN:
9780593428429.
In this stunning picture book (ages 4-8), readers will learn about
how dust from the African continent travels as far away as North
and South America. The giant dust plume from Chad is so large it
can be seen from space. Though it also can cause red tide, the dust
is very beneficial as it provides nutrients for the plankton in the
Atlantic Ocean and plants in the Amazon Rainforest. Sparse text is
enhanced with illustrations by Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-
Neal. Back matter provides an opportunity to further explore and
understand this global phenomenon.

The Genus Tolumnia: A Treatise on the “Equitant
Oncidiums” of the Caribbean Islands by Guido J.
Braem and Manuel Soto Calvo. Germany: Dr. Guido
J. Braem, 2025. 280 pages. $126.00. ISBN:
9783000709920.

Reviewed by Gillian Hayward
Library Manager
Library and Information Services
Longwood Gardens

The diminutive plants (native to the Caribbean islands and
southern Florida) currently in the orchid genus Tolumnia
were formerly classified in the genus Oncidium until the
author and publisher of this monograph, Guido J. Braem,
wrote his doctoral dissertation about them in 1986. Even
when he was speaking to a European orchid society in 

1981, little was known about them. The audience laughed at him – “‘such miniature plants with these
small flowers’ could simply not be orchids.” They had originally been described in the early 19  century
by Rafinesque. 

th

Continued from page 9
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The authors’ passion for, and knowledge of, the genus is evident in the care they’ve taken when providing
the relevant details for each of the 29 listed species: etymology, distribution, ecology, flowering,
discussion, description, notes, and generous photography (both in situ and close-up/studio) and
illustration of each. Additional sections cover biogeography, pollination of Tolumnia, and culture. 

In the section on Tolumnia urophylla (which we have in the orchid collection at Longwood Gardens), for
example, the authors provide a map of the habitat distribution of the species stretching south from St.
Martin to Dominica in the Caribbean. They note that the type specimen was thought for years to be from
Brazil, and that “this error was copied by many.”

Since the islands where Tolumnia grow are popular vacation spots for countless tourists each year, the
habitats of these tiny orchids are critically endangered as land is developed. Add climate change into the
mix, and an increase in hurricanes, and the urgency to describe these at-risk plants becomes clear. 

The authors’ thorough research for this first Tolumnia monograph was mostly based on primary sources,
including the original descriptions and Braem’s own data compiled for his dissertation. They note that not
all published orchid data is as thoroughly researched as theirs. Noting several taxonomic publications
about Tolumnia, they conclude that the resulting varied data is because “parts of taxonomy and
systematics are (and will always be) subjective and arbitrary,” and that there is no valid definition of the
term plant species. Thus, they list the species included as generally accepted or sensu lato (“in the broad
sense”).
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Submissions Welcome!
Articles may be submitted to Judy Stevenson, 
Editor, newsletter@cbhl.net.  
Issues published quarterly in March, June, 
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The Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries, Inc., Newsletter is an official publication
of CBHL, an international organization of botany and horticulture libraries and others supportive of
CBHL’s goals.  ISSN 1543-2653 (print version, to June 2019); ISSN 1545-5734 (electronic version);
published on the Council’s website: http://www.cbhl.net/.  The CBHL LibGuide is
http://cbhl.libguides.com.

Join Us!
Receive the CBHL Newsletter, Membership Directory, email discussion list, members-only
web pages, and annual meeting materials.
Join online at: 
https://www.cbhl.net/become-cbhl-member

Questions?
Contact CBHL Membership Manager
Robin Everly, membership@cbhl.net
Please use the subject line “CBHL Membership.”

Student..............................................$50
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Institutional.....................................$130
Additional Institutional Member.......$75
Commercial......................................$175
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